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'PRESIDENT PRAISES WARRIORS OF "TWILIGHT WAR"
BY MICHAEL PUTZEL , |
WASHINGTON

President Reagan'saluted the quiet warriors of "a twilight war" gn fhursday,

defending their work as 0SS secret agents in World War II and; the veil under
which they operated. o : . ” :

"It's because secrecy has been your business that you all %no@ how vital it

1s to your natian's safety and freedaom's survival, "Reagan said at a dinner for
veterans of the old Office of Strategic Services. :

.

employee accused of selling secrets to the Saviet Union. 5
The'président did not specifically mention that controversg. T

. He poked fun at Casey, joking thét he had asked his spy chﬂéf for difections
to the dinner. "60 to 17th and K (streets) and wait for the pﬁonesto ring," was

the reply, Reagan séid,.briefly putting aside the prepared speéchion'the

Quoting remarks by Gen. George Washington during the Revolutionary War,
Reagan said the natiaon's first president told one aof his oFficérs:;"Thé
necessity of procuring good intelligence is apparent and need !
urged. All that remains faor me to add is that you keep the whal
secret as possible. Faor Upon secrecy, success depends in most ¢

this kind, and for want of it, they are generally defeated, however well planned
and promising.""Even then, Washington seemed to sense that i

© secrecy does not come easily to us Americans."'sajd Reagan, wha often hax

criticized leaks of both intelligence infarmati
administration. "We are rightly regarded as a ¢
ourselves on our free society.

On and policy disputes within his
andid and open peaple who pride

_ N | .‘"

G i e s 0 | T T TP Tere s mena e e o T
)

T ! Approved For Release 2011/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000100090003-1 |




AR B R N 3 ) 1Y O

[y

'

Approved For Release 201 1/02/22 : CIA-RDP90-01208R000190090003-1

2

"And yet, our secret services, our spies and intelligenc% agencies ... have

-often provided the key to victory in war and the preservation of our freedaom

during an uneasy peace.""I can't think of a more Uistinguisﬂed gathering that
this ane," he said. “Nor can I think of any group whase accomplishments and
devotion to country makes them more worthy of accolades andi@raise. '

. ) . I j

"And yet it is precisely that praise and those accolades that you decided to
forego when you chose a twilight war, a secret profeSsion,~aiprufession where

Praise and thanks can anly come from history and not your coptempuraries,"He _
‘called the veterans of the 0SS "those who heard nog bugles and recieved no madals‘

but who strugged and sacrificed so that freedom might’endure?“"Let me say to
each of you tonight what the American people would have saidj40¢years ago had

they known your story," Reagan said. “We honor you; we salut% you; we thank you
for a job well done."While praising superspies like Casey and 0SS chief Gen. ,
William J. Danovan Reagan also picked a name from the rolls of shame, especially

among spies loyal to their homelands.

"I think in particular of one man who is a symbol of muchithat was wrong with
gur world," Reagan said. "How uneasy must be the Moscow nighgs of Kim Philby as

- he sees the new will, vigor and energy of the West and especially the

renaissance of gur intelligence services. How he and others like: him must
realize that it was those they betrayed who are on the winning side after
all."Philby was a double agent high in the ranks of British counterintelligence
who escaped to the Soviet Union after betraying some of his country's most
valuable secrets. o : ! Co-
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